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Across the country and globe, poor and oppressed communities are consistently under 

attack from the public institutions who supposedly support them, but the private interest behind 
that public support turns its openly hostile face to people. This can be vividly illustrated by 
looking at the relationship between the New York City government, the NYPD, Affordable City 
Housing, and the wealthy elite which puppet all these factors simultaneously.  

 
Before looking into particular cases of modern-day affordable housing in NYC, let us first 

take a glance at the history of the relationship between the police, the wealthy, and the 
“projects” of the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA). A cursory glance at this history 
will show that this relationship is not new and has been cultivated and advanced for quite some 
time now. Where poverty exists, and especially within cities, police brutality follows. Around the 
world, we can see this to be true. We find that the exploited and oppressed peoples of the world 
have much more in common with one another than they do points of difference. One of these 
commonalities is the commonplace of police brutality amongst the oppressed peoples, the 
exploited, and all those under imposed  poverty. This police brutality is not done arbitrarily 1

but with a concrete goal in mind. The degradation of the poor and oppressed, and the 
destruction of the community; done out of hate, racism,  private profit, and the growth of 
private wealth for the already wealthy.  

 
Within communities of poverty and color police violence is off the charts. This is said to 

be due to high crime rates within these communities. The narrative the people as a whole are 
sold is that communities are poor and full of crime because the people who make up the 
community, as individuals, are inherently problematic and incapable of living a “decent life”, so 
they put themselves in NYCHA. This is a 100% lie concocted by the wealthy, espoused through 
their media outlets, enforced by the government , and created by their hoarding wealth with the 2

never-ending goal to expand. 
 
You see, under a system of markets, wealth culminates into the hands of a small group 

of individuals. “The 1%” is a common phrase to refer to this group. In order for these people to 
accumulate so much wealth, they take it from everyone else. With communities of color being hit 
the hardest as this group of the wealthy elite has spent centuries now cultivating structural and 
social racism. The wealthy not only use their wealth to dictate law and civil organization, like 
controlling, lobbying, etc. the city government which controls public housing but by using the 
police to enforce and maintain the poverty-stricken.  

 

1 We say that poverty is imposed because it is created and enforced. In order for individuals and small 
groups to amass a great amount of wealth, they must take it from the majority of people who make up the 
exploited working class oppressed peoples. The police is one means of which poverty is maintained and 
imposed on the innocent. 
2 Which, contrary to the false narrative sold by the wealthy, is controlled by the wealthy elite and not in 
conflict with them.  
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As can be seen around the world, all communities have high levels of crime and civilian 
violence. Crime is a symptom of poverty, not the other way around. Due to this condition of 
imposed poverty, public housing has been hit the hardest by destructive programs and the 
police enforcement behind it. The current opioid epidemic, created by big-time players on 
the market, the pharmaceutical companies, gives the cops another excuse to harass the 
NYCHA residents. This gives the wealthy controlled media to use this vile orchestration to flash 
public images of the exploited and oppressed as degenerates, progenitors of the crisis, and the 
police as heroes. While the reality of the situation is that pharmaceutical companies have been 
lobbying and pushing the use of opioids to city governments in public initiatives. This not only 
elevates crime but creates addicts of good honest people trapped in a system of oppression. 

Just as in the 80’s when the Reagen administration flooded crack into the inner cities, 
using the CIA  to control and move cocaine from South America into the United States, the 3

opioid epidemic is followed by a created crime world that destroys the community and the 
individuals who make it up, creating disunity, fear, and a sense of helplessness against an 
already exploited and oppressed people. And, of course, the international drug trade has the 
same effects on the people in South America where so many drugs are trafficked from by the 
CIA  who was held at gunpoint to grow, purify, and traffic the drugs, and much of the money 4

went to funding terrorists to overthrow democratic governments of the people. Another direct 
connection among the oppressed of the world.  

 
And of course, the elite continues giving the excuses, and the prevalent crime brings in 

great amounts of money for them. The police make continually high numbers of busts, arrests, 
and murders “under threat”. All of these contribute to the merits of the precincts and allows 
these organizations of the oppression to acquire more and more money, much of which 
is spent on pensions for these brutalizers, and their military-grade equipment which is 
bought from the surplus of big private weapons manufacturers and used on the people at 
home and abroad. The courts receive money from fees, lawyers are paid, and the private 
prisons, where a majority of these offenders are sent if they survive the altercation , profit 5

greatly.  
 
The police are also backed by private organizations and peoples highly interested 

in the gentrification and privatization of public housing and the destruction of those who 
are currently forced to live in their squalor conditions. This is not accomplished alone by 
overpolicing NYCHA with a racist police force that fetishes violence and racial violence 
especially. Through control of the city’s money by legal tax evasion, private interest controls city 
resources. Through the influence and palm greasing of elected officials and bureaucrats, the 
private interest of the wealthy controls the policymakers directly. Through the owning of 

3 An organization funded and led by the wealthy elite since before its beginnings. The [Dulles] Brothers by 
Stephen Krinzer is a good introductory read to this. 
4 Dark Alliance by Gary Webb, and the Politics of Heroin by Alfred McCoy are good introductory reads to 
this. 
5 Private prisons have contracts with the state which not only removes oversight from prisons, which 
accounts for continued abuse without repercussion, but also demands and inmate quota.  
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private property, the wealthy use their land and buildings as leverage against positive 
community policy and funding.  
 

Before looking at the difference in budget between housing assistance and the NYPD let 
us first look at how the wealthy elite directly fund and influence the NYPD. Starting in 1971, the 
New York City Police Foundation (NYCPF) was founded by powerful financiers, bankers, 
and real estate magnets as a “charity” to the police. They raised over $5.5. million dollars 
for the NYPD alone, in public donations. Private donations are not on the public record, nor 
does this include the various benefits and events the NYCPF holds for the NYPD. Like all 
money from the wealthy, it comes attached with strings. The wealthy get to directly influence the 
police face to face. Racism, which was developed centuries ago by the elite and cultivated 
violently amongst the general population so that the wealthy could justify colonial brutality 
around the world and oppression at home, is directly passed into the NYPD which already is full 
of racists from day one, passed into the NYPD which, like most police forces in the United 
States have direct historical relationships with oppressive organizations such as the Ku Klux 
Klan, the Aryan Brotherhood, and other violent far-right organizations. 
 

Just like when the NYCPF was founded today’s current leadership is held by the wealthy 
elite: 
 
“The foundation's current board of trustees is overwhelmingly white. The collection of past and 
former members reads like an invite list for a party you're not invited to: 
 
H. Dale Hemmerdinger, mega real estate developer; Abby Elbaum, real estate developer; 
Laurence Fink, CEO of Blackrock, the world's biggest financial management firm; Benjamin 
Winter, real estate developer; Eric J. Gertler, former co-publisher of the New York Daily News; 
John Greed (you read that right), CEO of Mutual of America; Bob Kraft, New England Patriots 
owner; Stephen J. Meringoff, billionaire commercial property owner; Ron Perelman, billionaire 
businessman; Mort Zuckerman, real estate titan and former owner of the New York Daily News; 
David Millstone, CEO Standard Industries; Ivanka Trump, Donald Trump's daughter, and 
several Rudins, the dynastic real estate family”.  6

 
The racist elite are only concerned with the degradation of oppressed peoples, 

especially black people, but with expanding their wealth. By using the police against those in 
NYCHA, they generate fear, the community becomes ripped apart, and great hesitation to resist 
is cultivated. Combined, this gives more and more footing for the private interests to acquire the 
city-owned property and gentrify the neighborhood, leaving the poor oppressed with nowhere to 
go as living prices rise overnight.  
 
 
 

6 https://gothamist.com/news/do-cops-serve-the-rich-meet-the-nypds-private-piggy-bank 

4 

https://gothamist.com/news/do-cops-serve-the-rich-meet-the-nypds-private-piggy-bank


 
 
Below will illustrate how money is used for the police and against community welfare, especially 
housing.  

 
 

As we can see, the NYPD and Department of Corrections receive many times more 
funding than any public assistance program while also seeing more growth. Welfare 
investments have even seen a decline in negative numbers. Public programs are given cents 
for every dollar the NYPD gets in annual funding.  

By using little funding the living conditions within NYCHA continue to degrade and with it, 
so does the psychology and ability to live of its residents. Public housing received $9.9 billion 
dollars over five years -- over three times less than the NYPD budget. This kind of 
funding makes it impossible to improve living conditions, which continue to degrade. The 
City says that the NYCHA take billions to maintain. Marcy Houses, among the largest projects in 
all five boroughs, is estimated at $3.7 billion dollars. That’s over ⅓ of the budget just for one 
development. Yet, Marcy continues to suffer from decaying infrastructure, faulty if not 
non-functioning utilities, job closings, and rent increase. Yet, policing in the community which 
has always been strong, continues to rise and become more militant. The Vernon development 
has gotten to the point where its residents no longer have gas. Instead of repairs, the City 
provided the 303 Vernon Avenue residents with used two-coil electric hot plates. The same 
small, flimsy hot plates that are banned from college dorms and hotels because of their danger 
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now fill the Vernon Ave units. Baruch Houses in the Lower East Side likewise endured several 
months without cooking gas and were forced to use unreliable hot plates. Families are expected 
to cook meals on a single hot plate. Brownsville continues to decay with an $2.8 billion in 
maintenance. Of course, even when the basic needs of residents will not be met, the idea of 
expansion of public housing is a pipe dream even though the city receives over 30 applicants for 
every one apartment, on average. 
 

What we have seen is that the exploited and oppressed peoples are continually targeted 
at every facet of their life, even in their homes; even the homes themselves are attacked. The 
wealthy control the government, the government controls the police and housing. The NYPD 
continues to rake in the cash while policing oppressed people with continual and 
ever-increasing brutality. These actions bring great private profit to the already wealthy. Tax 
evasion of those same wealthy forces lower budgets. The lobbying of the commercial, financial, 
and racist interests of the elite work to degrade and remove the exploited and oppressed, only 
keeping them around when there is an advantage to their presence, such as exploited labor or 
prison profits.  
 

The solution can only be collective control. Collective control over the community, the 
city, the government on all levels, any and all police, the resources needed to live, and 
the resources needed to make and fill our needs. We must come together to resist the 
brutal power held against us and build a community of action and control. Not just in 
Marcy or Vernon but across the city, across the state, the country, and the globe. But it all starts 
at home. By resisting those who degrade all facets of our life and building something powerful 
and wholesome amongst ourselves, for ourselves, for each other.   
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